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THE NAME AND FAMILY OF AYRES

The name of AYRES, AYERS, or AYER is said to have been derived from the nickname "the heir", with the addition of the final “s” giving the name the meaning of "eon of the heir", A family legend describing the origin of the family estates in England tells how, in the eleventh century, a soldier, whose given name was Truelove, served in the army of one of the Norman Dukes* After one of the battles the Duke found him severely wounded, his leg and thigh having been struck off by an opponent. As a reward for his valour the Duke granted him lands in Derby and a coat of arms.  This True-love, or his descendants, assumed the surname Ayar or Ayers, and from him are believed to be descended all those who now bear the name in its various forms.
The name is found on ancient English records in the various forms of Hayre, Eyre, Eyres, Eyer, Hayer, Aer, Air, Aers, Airs, Ayar, Ayar-s, Aires, Ayris, Ayrs, Ayre, Ayer,. Ayres, and Ayers, of which the last three are the forms most generally known in America today, while the form immediately preceding them is that most frequently used in England.
The earliest record of the name in England appears in the Deeds of Battle Abbey, in the latter part of the eleventh century. Among other very early records are those of Roger le Ayer of County Norfolk in 1264, John filius (son of) Aer or Aers of Shropshire in 1273, Henry Ayer of Lincolnshire in 1273, and Thomas Ay era of Norwich in the latter fifteenth century, who was burned at the stake in 1510 because of his religious convictions.
About the beginning of the sixteenth century one Mathey or Mathew Ayre was living in Devonshire and was the father of a son named John, who married Mary Pollard and had, among others, a son named Anthony, who married Margerie Reade and had, among others, a son named Arthur, who was the father by his wife, Joane Vigures,- of Baltaaar, Anthony, John, Arthur,, and Elizabeth. Of these last the eldest was the father of a so,n named Francis and several daughters, the second was the father of Anthony and Robert, and the third was the father of a son named John.
One William Ayre or Eyre was living in County Cornwall in the early sixteenth century. He was the father of a son John, who married Joane Jowell and had issue by her of a son named John, who married Margaret Wotton and was the father of a daughter named Jane.
Another early line of the family was that descended from John Ayre of Derbyshire about the middle of the six​teenth century, who was the father of David, who made his home in Cambridgeshire and married Elizabeth Adams, by whom he had a son Robert, who was the father by his wife Jane Darby of Robert, Barbara, and Mary.
One Thomas Eyer or Ayer, who Is believed to have been descended from Humphrey le Heyer of Wiltshire in the early fourteenth century, was living in County Dorset, England, about the middle of the sixteenth century. He was the fa​ther by his wife, Elizabeth Rogers, of Robert, Oiles, Chris​topher, Thomas, William, John,, Elizabeth, Catherine, Rebecca, and Anne. The son John is believed by most family historians to have been the first emigrant of the name to New England. He appears to have settled in Massachusetts sometime before 1640 and possibly as early as 1637.
This Immigrant John Ayer or Ayers is said to have settled first at Salisbury, Mass*, whence he later removed to Haverhill,, in the same colony. By his wife, Hannah, he was the father of John, Robert, Rebecca., Thomas, Peter, Mary, Obadiah (of New Jersey), Hannah, and Nathaniel, all of whom appear to have left numerous issue.
Captain John Ayres, who resided at Ipswich, Mass., before 1648 and is frequently confused with the lastrmen-tioned immigrant John of Salisbury, later made his home at Brookfield, Mass. He was the father by his wife, Susanna Symonds, of John, Samuel, Thomas, Joseph, Edward. Mark, Nathaniel, and Susanna.
Samuel Ayres of Ipswich, Mass., before 1658 (possibly the^fr as early as 1637) is believed by some authorities to have been a brother of the immigrant John of that placef but this is not certain. By his first wife, whose name is not ]rnown, he was the father of Samuel, John, Joseph, Mary, and Susan.  It seems probable that he had no further issue by his second wife, Mary Johnson, whom he married about 1681.
Robert Ayars or Ayers emigrated from England to Rhode Island about the year 1664. He had issue by his wife, Hester Bowen, of Isaac, Stephen, Judah, John, Robert, Caleb, Joshua, Hester, and Ann.  This family removed to New Jersey in the latter part of the seventeenth century.
Sometime before 1666 one Moses Ayres was living at Dorchester, Mass., and in that year he was married to Bethiah Millet. They had an only son named Moses.

Others of the name who emigrated to America in the seventeenth century but left few records of their immediate families or descendants were Thomas Ayres of Virginia in 1621; William Ayer( s) of Hartford, Conn., before 1651; Robert Eyres of Lower Norfolk County, Va., before 1652; William Ayres of Northumberland County, Va., in 1652; Henry Ayer(s) of Portsmouth, N.H., in 1655; James Ayer(s) of Dover, N«H., in 1658; Zechariah Ayer(s) of Andover, N.H., before 1678; Edward Ayres of Kittery, Me., in 1685;, Thomas Ayer( s) of Newbury, Mass., who is believed to have had a son named Abraham; Samuel Ayer( s) of Newbury before 1689, who appears to have had two sons named Stephen and Jabez; and Mark and Nathaniel Ayres of New Hampshire in 1689.

About 1745 Samuel Ayres emigrated from Ireland to Philadelphia, Penn., but it is probable that he was of Scotch ancestry. By his wife, Margaret Richmond, he was the father of William, John, Mary, Elizabeth, and Margaret, from the first of whom many of the Pennsylvania families of the name are descended.
The progeny of these and other later lines of the family in America have spread to practically every State of the Union and have aided as greatly in the growth of the country as their ancestors did in its founding. They have, on the whole, been characterized by physical vitality and in many cases by shrewdness and intellectual accomplishments which have contributed to success in business and the professions. Some members or the family have been outstanding in the fields of education, literature, military service,, law, medicine, and the church.
Among those of the name who fought in the War of the Revolution were (recorded as Ayer) Captain Elijah, Sergeant James, Sergeant Joseph,, and Captain Richard; (recorded as Ayers) Sergeant Ebenezerr Lieutenant Jonathan, and Lieutenant William; (recorded as Ayres) Sergeants Jabeah and Joseph; and numerous others from the Massachusetts colony alone.

John, Arthur, Robert, Thomas, Nathaniel, Anthony,, Samuel, Joseph, Moses, t Edward, Henry, James, and William are some of the Christian names most favored by the family for its male progeny.
A few of the many members of the family who have dis​tinguished themselves in America in more recent times are:
· Romeyn Beck Ayres (1825-1888), of New York, military officer.
· Brown Ayres (1856-1919), of Tennessee,, educator.
· Leonard porter Ayres (b. 1879), of Connecticut, educator.
· Thomas Paricer Ayer (b.   1886),  of New Hampshire, librarian and author.
· Allan Farrell Ayers (b. 1880), of Illinois, banker and director of companies.
· Leonard Porter Ayres (b. 1879), of Connecticut, statistician, educator, and author.
· Winfleld Ayres (b. 1864), of Massachusetts, noted American surgeon.
One of the "best-known of the coats of arms of the Eng​lish family of Ayre, from which the American Ayer(s) and Ayres families are descended, is that described as follows (Burke, General Armory, 1884):
Arms*—"£ules, three martlets argent, ntembered or." Crest.--npn a ducal coronet or, a wivern vert."
The coat of arms associated with the legendary origin of the family in Derbyshire, England is described as follows (Benjamin Ayars His Ancestry and Descendants, by Bessie Ayars Andrews, 1912):
· Arms.—"Argent, on a chevron sable, three quater-foils or.”
· Crest.—"An armoured leg erect coupcd at the thigh gules, per pale argent and sable, knee cap and spur or."
· Motto.—"Laeto acre floront."
