THE HISTORY OF KIDD AND COMPANY

Kidd and Company began in the home of ALbent Eugene 1y
Kidd in Chicago during the 1880's. He and his family
whapped Lemon drops ai the kitchen table and noasted
peanuts as Albent exploned prnivate entenprnise. Albent
had worked as a bookkeepern forn a syrup and extract
manugactunen. Agten Learnding the business he Left %o (N
go on his own. AlLbent modesify began his business,
tinkening with vanious machineny. His §inst products included extracts,
face powden, noasted peanuts and smelling salits, all of which he wrapped
and packaged himself. His main buyen at that time was the Union News Co.
that employed vendens on the trnains in Chicago. In 1895 the Kidd family
business was established in a small Chicago stone.

In 1913 Kidd and Co. moved to a fLangen Location on 1011-15 South
Califonnia Avenue to accommodate thein increasing business. Albent and
his oldest son, Gene, produced peanut butter at this ztime. His second son,
Geonge, an engineening student az the Univensity of ILLinois, budllit the
ondiginal equipment. ALbernt installed and maintained most of the machineny
in the factory as Geonge became monre involved in the family business. The
private Label industry was booming as the Kidd family manketed theixn
peanut butten fon vanious companies such as Seans and Roebuck. In 1921
Gene bought the peanut butfen business from Geonge untif he s08d it the
Beechnut Company.

Anound 1917 Kidd and Co. purchased marnshmallow creme equipment from
the Amendican Marshmatllow and Candy Co. The business again nrelocated %o
the f§4inst fLoon of a building at Van Buren and Green where zthey produced
manshmatllfow creme, powdered pie f§ifling and syrups. Kidd and Co. was
sX4iLL quite small emplLoying 8 %o 10 people. Albent had one pantnen, Adolph
Kaufgman, an expent in extracts, until Geonge took his place in 1932.
Having had expenience in many and varied fiefds, George enabled the
development of new products duning the Great Depression.

Geonge dabbled in a personal business adventure producing salad
drnessing. The Salad Products Co. manufactured private Label salad dressing
and was successful for severnal yeans employing 20 ox more people and
enabling George to Limprove his equipment. Problems with spoilage and comp-
etition from Langen compandies fornced George out of business and the Salad
Produczs Co. went bankrupt in 1938§.

Geonge was called on by othen compandies fo demonstrate the production
04 salad drnessing due to his nreputation for producing a quality product.
Geonge's fgathen-in-Law, Geonge J.L. Janes, had been an inflfuence on the
salad dressing production with his inventicn of egg emulsion. Janes was
very active Ln the production of vardious food products and L8 hknown Zo
have worked on the oniginal fonmula of Mirnacle Whip. With the close of
the Salad Products Co. George expanded Kidd and Co. and focused his
attention on manshmallow creme while also producing a chocolate malited
milk drnink mix.
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Albert E. Kidd died in 1937 at the age of 68. His
son, Geonge, continued to build the family business. He
incneased sales through the use of food brokens to the
ghocerny thade and Kidd and Co. now emplLoyed 35 people.
Geonge's wife Grace, wornked in the office whilfe he did
extensive sales traveling. Their son, Robent,wonked
part time aften school as a young boy and continued Lo
involve himself duning the summern whife he attended
Millikin Univensity Ln Decafturn, ILLAnoLs.

Durning World War II raw materials became scarce and
sugan rationing caused all othen Kidd products to be dis-
continued except marnshmallow creme. Marshmallow creme
was used as a sugar subsiitute which created a big demand. George was

shnewd and successful in obtaining the maternials he needed forn production
and the business gLourished.

As Zhe wan ended, Geonge decided Zo move the business out of Chicago.
The Kidd's had been visiting relatives in Ligondien, Indiana when George
saw a city with railway access and enough space to expand his production
and shipping areas. Geonge purchased a 300 §£. by 330 §£. Lot at 308
Nonth Marntin S seet forn $1500 and began fo budild his self-designed factonry.

In April of 1946, Presdident Truman Ligted the sugar nations and
the manshmallow creme business suffered greatly as consdumerns no Longer
purchased many sugar substitutes. During this peniod the company began
producing Whip Adid, a powdered dairy whip creme mix, which was anothen
0f Geonge's successful products. I1i was packed in a smallf Ligonien factonry
owned by Grace's brother, Hal Janes.

The new 14,000 squanre foot factony in Ligonien employed abouz 20
people and was operated by Robent Kidd. The Chicago company closed in
1947, whife Grace and Geonge maintained a sales office in the Chicago
Loop unitif 1953 when they, too, moved to Ligoniern. Robert made various
products along with marshmallow creme Zhroughout the yeans to keep the
business alive, fhough many wenrne unsuccessful. In 1947 Robent produced
the §inst manshmallows at Kidd and Co. using a small producition Line
and his own packaging. Due to production difficulties and the failure
to produce a product of his standarnds, he exchanged his marnshmallfow customen
with the Fineside Co. for manshmallow creme buyens.

Robent also expenimented with a packaged fudge but had problems
with a high quality product selfling at a price consumens werne not willing
to pay. Robent produced a frudt based syrup as he wanted to get involved
in the bLooming business of drink mixes, buz the product failed due to
poorn packaging. 1In the 1960's Robert bought a jelly Line, made an apple
based jelly and bottled honey. Larngern coaporations soon took the business
of the smallf company and the felly Line was s0ld to Michigan honey producexns

to make noom forn the growing production of marshmallow crheme in the private
Label packaging.



One of Robent's successes was the packaging of a
thrnee pound jan of manshmallow creme. The "Jumbo Jan"
was soon sold nation-wide and proved verny profitable
gon Kidd and Co. Durding the 1960's Robent obtained
contrhacts with two Lange companies Lo manufacture thedin
brands of marshmallow creme gor them. These relation-
ships not only expanded sales greatly, but also Led %o
production, package and machineny improvements.

Geonge retined Ain 1970 aften gudiding Zhe company
for 40 yeans. Robent became the president and expanded
sales to national coverage. In 1978 Kidd and Co. bought
manshmallow equdipment employing the extrusion method from
the Standard Brands/Cuntis Candy Co. in Chicago. Robent's olfdest son,
Chantes, and his son-in-Law, John Staton, were Linvolved in the creation
0f Kidd's present manshmallow Line. A second Line was bought from a
§42m in Long IsLand. The addition of bagged marshmallows caused ZLhe
company's sales to thiple durning £he nexit five yeans.

In the eanfy 1950's Kidd and Co. bought a 14 foot strhaight truck
and began making negional delfivenies in the Chicago area. A few yeans
Laten an 18 foot Zhuck was punrchased and GLen Mast was hirned as a driven.

GLen drove fon the company fon overn 20 yeans. The trucks grew Largen
as the business grew.

Kidd and Co. operated onLy one truck until 1974 when a second thacton/
trailen was punchased. With the production of extruded marshmallows
a decisdion was made to handle all of the distribution of Kidd products.

Prion to that time, a vandiety of common carniens and distribution warehouses
had been used.

The marshmallow business grew napidly and 50 did the truchk f{Leet.
In 1983 Kidd and Co. applied for the neceived "Common Carnien Authonizty"
which allfowed it o hauf commencial freight on a national basis. Since
1973 the company has moved from one truck to a fLeet of 45 trhacton/trnailen
nigs conducting freight operations zthroughout the U.S. and Canada.

The genenic Label fad provided a boost in Kidd's private Label business
and Kidd and Co. {4 now the forerunnen of private Label manshmallow products
Kidd's marnshmallow production is second in volume to that of Kraft's.

The 64,000 squanre fooz building 4in Ligonien employs oven 200 people and
produces and distributes mone than 150 brands of manshmallow products
throughout Nonth Amendica. In 1987 Kidd and Co. expanded with a second

gactony 4in Hendenson, Nevada 2o satisfy increasing sales on the West
Coast.

Robent Kidd netined 4in 1985 and Chanles Kidd i4 currently president.
ALl s4ix of Robent and Anabelle Kidd's chilfdren work at Kidd and Co.
Deborah Kidd Leatherman maintains quality controf. Julia Kidd Staton
L8 Ainvolved in sales and graphdic design. Jan Kidd is the National Sales
Managen. John Kidd <4 Vice President and General manager of the Hendernson
plant. Christophen Kidd is Secretany/Treasurern and also is involved
in punrchasding and administration. The {ifth generation of Kidd's 4is
becoming involved in the family business with Amy Leathenman, daughtenr
of Deborah, and Brooke Kidd, daughten of Chanrtes.
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Kidd and Co. produces several specialty Litems along
with negularn and mindiature manshmaflows, coconut marsh-
mallows, flavored and colornful Kiddbits, blue Smurf-
mallows, two-toned Maritianmallows and manshmallow eggs.
Creative new products are always waiiting to be developed
and manketed. Kidd and Co. 448 proud of thein close-knit
business and plans to continue to produce quality
products as ALbent Kidd once did in his family kitchen.

Brooke EfLlen Kidd
July 29, 1987



